
Ramadan Edition
L E T ' S  P R E P A R E  F O R  T H E

L A S T  1 0  D A Y S  I N  S E E K I N G
F O R  T H E  N I G H T  O F  P O W E R  

Memorize the best dua for Laylat-al-Qadr, the dua the 
Prophet (PBUH) taught Aisha (R.A.)

She is reported to have asked the Prophet (PBUH), 
“O Messenger of Allah If I know which night is Laylat al-Qadr, what

should I say?” He said: 
“Say: اللَّهمَّإنَّكعفُوٌّتُحبُّالعفوَفاعْفُعنِّي 

Allahummainnakaafuwwuntuhibb al-afwafa’fu anni 
(O Allah, You are All-Forgiving, and You love forgiveness, so forgive me).” 



LAYLATUL QADR
THE STORY OF 14

45

On this night, in the year 610 CE, the first verses of the
Qur’an were revealed to the beloved Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) through the angel
Jibreel (Gabriel).
At the age of 40 years old, the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), who had been born into the Quraysh tribe and
lived in Mecca, present day Saudi Arabia, was living with
his beloved wife Khadijah (RA). 

During the month of Ramadan in the year 610 CE, the Prophet (peace be upon him)
was meditating in the Cave of Hira, when the Angel Jibreel suddenly revealed
himself to him by the order of Allah, commanding him to read, “Iqra!”.
The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was illiterate, and his inability to read prevented
him from reading the words before him, he said, “I am not a reader”. The
Messenger of Allah relayed that Jibreel (as) then took hold of him and squeezed
him until he could not bear it any more, then he released the Prophet (peace be
upon him) and said, “Read!“.
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said again, “I am not a reader”.
Jibreel (as) took hold of him and squeezed him a second time until he could not
bear it any more, then Jibreel released him and said, “Read!“. The Prophet (PBUH)
said, “I am not a reader”. Jibreel took hold of him (peace be upon him) and
squeezed him a third time until he could not bear it any more, then Jibreel (as)
released him and said:
"Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that exists). He has created
man from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood). Read! And your Lord is the
Most Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen. He has taught man that
which he knew not."
These were the first verses of the Qur’an to be revealed as narrated in Bukhari.

The Prophet (PBUH) would often travel to the Cave of
Hira in Mecca to be in seclusion and meditate on the
creation of the world, as he had rejected the worship of
idols as was custom within the Quraysh tribe.
In the lead up to the revelation, Muhammad (PBUH)
was troubled with the state of the society he was living
in and resolved himself to seeking true religion within
his heart.



The Night of Power

Laylatul Qadr
With the end of Ramadan comes our last efforts in gaining as many rewards as possible. In the last

ten days, there is a special opportunity for those who seek it: Laylatul Qadr. This article covers all
you need to know about this blessed night insha’Allah.

What is Laylatul Qadr? 

Laylatul Qadr, The Night of Power or The Night of Decree. During this night, Angel Jibril revealed
the Holy Qur'an’s first verses to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It is also believed to be the night

when Allah (swt) decides the destiny of all of mankind.

When is Laylatul Qadr? 

This night falls within Ramadan’s final 10 days, and although the exact date is unidentified, it is
commonly thought of as the Holy month’s 27th night. However, the believers are advised to seek

this night in the last 10 odd nights of Ramadan, following the example of the Prophet (PBUH).
 It is reported that the Prophet (PBUH) said: 

“Seek Laylat al-Qadr in the last ten days of Ramadan.” [Bukhari and Muslim] 

What does the Qur’an say about Laylatul Qadr?

In the Holy Quran Allah (swt) says:

“The Night of Destiny is better than a thousand months. The angels and the Spirit descend therein
by permission of their Lord for every matter. Peace is until the emergence of dawn.” [Quran 97: 3-5]

One thousand months is equivalent to 83 years, which is longer than an average lifetime. So, it is
paramount that we engage in plentiful Ibada’a and do good to reap the bounty, mercy, and

pleasure of Allah (swt).

What are the signs of Laylatus Qadr?

Ibn Abbas reported: The Prophet (saws) said regarding the Night of Decree, “It is a calm night,
neither hot nor cold, and the sun arises on it red and feeble.”

It is said that since the angels descend on this night and we may feel a peculiar tranquillity and
peace of mind and be overwhelmed with a unique tenderness of heart.

What are the rewards of Laylatul Qadr? 

Abu Hurayrah relates that The Prophet (saw) said: ‘Whoever stands in (the voluntary night prayer
of) Ramadan out of faith and in the hope of reward, his previous sins will be forgiven. And whoever
spends the night of Laylatul Qadr in prayer out of faith and in the hope of reward, his previous sins

will be forgiven.’ (Sunan an-Nisa’i) 

Any action done on this night such as reciting the Qur’an and remembering Allah (swt), is better
on this night than doing these same actions for a thousand months.



The Night starts at Magrib until Fajr. Don’t talk unnecessarily

Pray Far & Eshaa in Jamaa’ 

Whoever prays with the Imaam until he finishes, Allah will write for
you an entire night in prayer

Best forms of dua/thikr. Keep yourself busy  in dua especially the
short coprehensve duas on your tongue constantly. Engage in these
throughout the night

The Prophet (SAW) would give life t the whole night. He would wake
up his family to share in the blessings

Have something good to give i.e. Quran, solaah, sadaqah, thikr, dua,
emulate Rasulullah (SAW)  and the sahaabah

Cut off all socializing, social media and don’t do anything to mess up
your Laylatul Qadr. DON’T WASTE TIME

Ibn al-JAwzi (RA) said:
‘When the race horse knows that it is nearing the end of the track it

exerts all of its effort to win the race”
  Do not allow the race horse to be more clever than you.  For verily,

deed are judged by their conclusions.  So if you didnt do well with
the welcoming Ramdan then perhaps you will do better bidding it

farewell. 

Layatul Qadr
                   Best things to do 
Whoever stands the night with sincere faith & seeking reward,

Allah will forgive all previous sins.



Increase in reciting
Qur’an

What should I do on Laylatul Qadr?

Attend Tarawih
Prayers

Increase in
voluntary Salaah 

Repent Sincerely
to Allah

Donate charity
everyday

Increase in Thikr

Avoid gatherings
that consist of
wasting time

Make abundant Dua

Spend more tie in
Isolation with Allah

I’tikaf if possible

Recite the dua for
Layatul Qadr 

Strive in worship
to avoid laziness.

Perform Qiyam
every night 

Discipline yourself.
Spend less time on your phone & social media

Do not let your ‘performance’ until now affect
your last 10 days. The moment of forgiveness

could be anytime in the coming days! It is not all
lost! 







How far are you on your
Ramadan Tracker?



Al-Azhar
treat

Recipes for Eid

Melting
Moments

Tarts 
&

Puddings

Butter
Biscuits



Ingredients
250 grams of room temperature butter (soft to the touch)
3/4 of a cup of caster sugar
1 large egg
1 teaspoon of vanilla essence
1 teaspoon of baking powder
3 cups of cake flour
For decorating
Hundreds and thousands
Chocolate vermicelli

Method:
Take the pastry out of the fridge 30 mins prior to baking & Preheat the oven to 200C/180C fan.
Dust the work surface with some plain flour
Roll out the puff pastry onto the dusted surface. Using a rolling pin, roll it gently to all sides, so that
it's even and a little bit bigger than how it came out of the packet
cut the pastry into halves horizontally, those halves into quarters and then do the same vertically - so
that you get a grid of about 24 squares.
Add about ⅓ spoonful (teaspoon) of jam onto each square of pastry. Make half of it with apricot jam
and the other half with blackcurrant or strawberry jam.
bring two and two opposite corners together (diagonally), twist and turn, so that you get a little knob
on top. This will help the pastry parcels to keep their shape
glaze the pastry parcels with the beaten egg from all sides.
Place in the preheated oven and bake for 20-25 mins or until risen and golden on top.

Method:
In a bowl, beat the butter with whisk for a minute, add the sugar and beat for 2 minutes. 
Next, add the egg and vanilla essence and beat until combined, about 1 minute. 
Next add the flour and baking powder and gently bring all ingredients together by hand until a soft
dough is formed . Cling wrap and place in fridge for 20 minutes.
Next preheat oven at 180°C.
Prepare a plate with hundreds and thousands and
A plate with chocolate vermicelli
Line baking trays with baking paper or simply lightly grease with butter. On a clean surface dusted with
some flour roll out the dough to half a cm thickness and cut with cooky cutter and place each one
upside down on the hundreds and thousands and on the chocolate vermicelli, then gently lift, turn the
cookie and place on baking trays and bake for 10 to 12 minutes or until the edges are a golden.
Remove from oven and cool completely.

Jam tartsIngredients:
1 pack ready-rolled puff pastry, chilled, (preferrably light/low calorie pastry)
plain flour, for dusting
3 ½ tablespoon apricot jam
3 ½ tablespoon blackcurrant jam, or strawberry, raspberry, blueberry jam
1 free-range egg, for glazing
For serving (optional) icing sugar, to dust

Mary Jane Butter Biscuits

Recipes for Eid Preparation
Al-Azhar Ramadan Edition 2



Happy Baking!

Ingredients
150 grams of soft butter
1/2 cup of icing sugar
3 tablespoons of oil
1 tsp vanilla essence
1/4 cup of corn flour
1 & 1/2 cups plus an extra 2 tablespoons of cake
flour

Add your 2 packets of strawberry jelly into a small bowl. Add 2 cups of boiling water and stir well.
Place in the fridge to cool down and get really cold but not set.
Once the jelly is cooled take out of the fridge and whip your fresh cream till stiff peaks forms.
Add the yoghurt to the fresh cream. Mix until well combined.
Add the jelly and mix again with a hand whisk till you see no more streaks.
Take your tennis biscuits and dunk them one by one in a small bowl with water and lay them neatly
next to each other at the bottom of your dessert dish. Pour over the strawberry mixture and level
with the back of a spoon.
Allow to set in the fridge for 3 hours.
Decorate with cream and strawberries and flake. Serve.

Method
Cream the butter with a electric beater for a minute, next add your oil , vanilla essence and icing
sugar and beat for about 2-3 minutes . 
Add the dry ingredients and whisk until just combined.
Spoon into a piping bag with a large star nozzle attached, you can use any pattern. Then pipe
whatever shapes you like, use the pics for guidance on a baking sheet lined with baking paper. Place
in the fridge for 5 minutes before baking. 
Bake in a preheated oven on 180°C for 8-10 minutes or until you see the edges turn a light golden
brown .
Remove from oven and cool. You can dip in melted chocolate or before baking top with smarties or
nuts.
Should you struggle to pipe mixture, push through the dough using only the nozzle and fingers on to
your baking sheet .

Eid Pudding
1 packet of Tennis biscuits
250 ml of fresh cream
2 x strawberry jelly
1 kg of Strawberry Yoghurt
For garnishing:
Strawberries
1 flake
Whipped cream

Melting Moments

Ingredients:

Directions:
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ATIYAH SMALL: A RISING STAR IN SA ATHLETICS

At just 13 years old, Atiyah Small has already

made a name for herself in the South

African athletics community. Hailing from

Chicago in Paarl, Atiyah has shown

tremendous talent and dedication in the

100m sprint, earning herself the titles of

Boland Champ, Western Cape Champ, and

South African Champ in her age group.

SPORT

Atiyah's dedication and hard work have

undoubtedly paid off, as she has shown

exceptional talent and determination in her

athletic pursuits. Her success serves as an

inspiration to her peers and the entire school

community, demonstrating the importance

of perseverance and commitment in

achieving one's goals.

She approaches every race with a winning

mindset, pushing herself to new limits and

setting a positive example for her fellow

athletes.



Moving forward, Atiyah's achievement should be recognized and

celebrated within the school community, serving as a source of pride and

motivation for her fellow students. It is important to acknowledge and

honor the hard work and dedication that Atiyah has invested in her athletic

pursuits. 

Furthermore, Atiyah's success should serve as a catalyst for the continued

promotion and development of athletics within the school community. By

recognizing and nurturing the talent and potential of young athletes like

Atiyah, the school can foster a culture of excellence and achievement in

sports, inspiring other students to pursue their athletic ambitions.

As she continues to make her mark in the world of athletics, Atiyah Small is

a name to remember and a source of pride for the entire school

community.

HIGHLIGHTS
The support and encouragement Atiyah has received from her

school, family, coach and community have played a significant role
in her journey to becoming a champion athlete. This achievement
not only reflects Atiyah's individual talent but also highlights the

positive impact of a supportive and nurturing environment in
fostering success.
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choose a
CHARITY

Sponsor a Child School fees

Help them read - donate textbooks
& reading books

Paint a classroom

Sign up for a monthly debit order R50
upwards

Let them write - donate
stationery

BANK DEBIT ORDER AUTHORISATION FORM

SIGN THIS FORM AND RETURN TO THE SCHOOL: DROP OFF OR E-MAIL:
BOGSECRETARY@ALAZHARPAARL.CO.ZA / FINANCE@ALAZHARPAARL.CO.ZA

Go Digital - Matric Class
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